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People's Front, and if they were businessmen their concerns were nation-
alized without compensation. The elections of 1945 followed the normal
Communist pattern. Large numbers of citizens were disfranchised, no
opposition candidates were allowed to stand, and of course practically all
seats were filled by Communist candidates. Tito then made it clear that
the period for which he had promised to refrain from interfering with the
social and economic structure was at an end and he embarked on the
first steps towards collectivization of agriculture and other socialist
policies. Criticisms of this development by non-Communist members of
the Peoples' Front soon led to political trials and before long one-party
government was firmly established.
At this stage dissensions began to arise between Tito and Stalin.
Communists in Bulgaria and other neighbouring countries knew that
they owed their position to Russia's military power and were content to
do what they were told. The Yugoslav Party, on die other hand, resented
the tutelage under which the U.S.S.R. sought to bring it. Russian advisers
and missions were sent to Yugoslavia in large numbers and it soon became
clear that they expected their advice to be taken- Conflict soon arose
regarding agrarian reform and the respective positions of the urban
workers and the peasants. The fact that the overwhelming majority of
the Partisans were peasants made it quite impossible for Tito to assign
to the industrial proletariat the principal rSle in the social structure as
orthodox theory required* Nor was it practicable for him to force the
pace of collectivization unduly against the will of the peasants, who were
better off, more used to independence, and therefore more politically
advanced than the Mu$ik$ in Russia. It is true that Yugoslavia moved
faster in this matter than some of the Lower Danubian countries, but
more could be forgiven to die subservient rulers of those lands than to
the unruly, independent Tito,
To make matters worse, Yugoslavs openly criticized the behaviour and
high salaries of the Soviet advisers, and expressed resentment at the
obvious intention of the U.S.S.R., by means of its offer of military
equipment and technical advice, to secure control of the Yugoslav army-
A further issue soon became important The U.S.S.R, made no secret of
her desire to treat the East European Communist countries as an economic
unit, in which the main function of the satellites would be merely com-
plementary to diat of Russia* Tito, however, was convinced that rapid
industrialization was not only required by Marxist theory as a condition
precedent to the full introduction of Socialism, but was also essential to
the needs of his country* In 1947 he promulgated a five year plan for this